The circular dichroic spectra of several sialic acid-containing polysaccharides isolated from Neisseria meningitidis.
The circular dichroic spectra of the acid and sodium salt forms of several sialic acid-containing homo- and hetero-polysaccharides have been measured. The spectra are shown to be influenced by the state of ionization of the carboxyl groups contained in the sialic acid, the location within the individual sialic acid residues of the inter-saccharide linkages, and changes in the configuration of hydroxyl groups remote to the carboxyl group of the sialic acid.